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Agenda 

• Digital preservation – what is it and why 
should we care? 

• Digital preservation education website from 
the State Library of NC & State Archives of NC 

• Talking to the public about caring for digital 
materials 

 



What is digital 

preservation?  

Short Definition 

 

• Digital preservation is a series of managed 
activities necessary to ensure continued 
access to digital materials for as long as they 
are needed. 

 



Why bother with  

digital preservation? 



Why is the State Library of NC 

concerned about digital preservation? 

• Permanent repository for state government 
publications 

• Today, many state publications only exist in a 
digital format 

• Protect the investment we have made in 
digitizing print materials  

• Citizens need access to government 
information  



Show of hands 

Do you… 
– Have digital photos or documents to preserve that 

do not exist in print (“born digital”)? 

– Have digitized materials to preserve? 

– Have computer files you want to be able to access 
in five or ten years? 

– Have patrons with digital pictures and files they 
need to access in five or ten years? 

– Have a significant record of your life posted to 
Facebook or Twitter? 

 



Show of hands 

Who here… 

– Knows someone who has lost all their photos and 
contacts from their phone? 

– Still has a floppy disk or two (or more) somewhere 
in their house or library? Or, CD-ROMs? 



Public Records of Public Libraries 

“Records Retention and Disposition Schedule: 
Public Libraries.” Government Records Branch, 
State Archives of North Carolina. 

 

 

 

 

• http://www.ncdcr.gov/Portals/26/PDF/schedu
les/schedules_revised/public_libraries.pdf 
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http://digitalpreservation.ncdcr.gov 

http://digitalpreservation.ncdcr.gov/


















Continuing education 

• Webinars: Lyrasis, Library associations, and 
Archives associations (ASERL, SAA, etc.) 

• Tutorials on YouTube, Vimeo 

• Digital Preservation Outreach & Education 
(Library of Congress) 

 

 



Patrons: Personal  

digital archiving 

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving/


Patrons: Save the original 



Saving Social Media data 

• Facebook allows users to export their data.  

• Twitter does now, too. 

• Wordpress & Blogger allow users to export 
their posts and comments. 

• Third party tools for many social media sites 
(like Tumblr). 

 



Saving data from a 

phone/mobile device 

Minimum  
• Cloud storage for that device, service provider 

– What if you want to change providers? 
– Is everything that you want to save being saved? How 

frequently are you saving? 
– Is it secure? Are you saving information you don’t 

want compromised if there is a security breach? 

• Other cloud storage: 
– Google, Amazon, Dropbox 
– Is it secure? Are you saving information you don’t 

want compromised if there is a security breach? 



Saving data from a 

phone/mobile device 

Better –  

• Back up to one or more external hard drives 
regularly 

Ideal –  

• store one of those hard drives in a different 
geographic area 

 

Replace hard drives at least every five years 

 

 

 



Questions? Comments? 

Tips? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Michelle Underhill 
Digital Information Management Program 
Digital.info@ncdcr.gov 
Twitter @digpres411 
 

mailto:Digital.info@ncdcr.gov


Thank you! 
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